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Talk On The Law and Lawyers

| nt roduct ory Anal ogi es

1. What is a "foul” in basketball? Wy are fouls called?
2. Wiy do we have traffic lights?

VWhat Are Laws?

1. Rul es for behavior, conducting busi ness, owni ng property,
treating others fairly and properly

Wiy Do W Have Laws?

1. Need for law in society - affects nearly all aspects of our |ives
2. Provide instruction, certainty, safety of self and property
3. Resol ution of disputes w thout violence

4. Traffic |ight anal ogy

Law and Lawers in Governnent

1. Three parts - plus many levels wthin each part
2. Legi sl ative (Congress) - Make the | aws
a. St at ut es, codes, ordi nances

b. Lobbyi ng

3. Executive (President and Cabinet) - Enforce the | aws
a. Agencies (IRS, Treasury)
b. District attorneys/prosecutors

4. Judicial (Courts) - Interpret the | aws
a. Trial courts

1) Cvil or crimnal
2) Judge or jury (peers)
3) Evi dence

4) Ver di ct



b. Appel l ate Courts
1) VWhat is an appeal ?

C. Suprenme Courts

Beconmi ng a Lawyer

1
2.
3.

4.

Col | ege
Appl ying to Law Schoo
Bar Exam

Interviewng for and getting a position

Benefits of Legal Training

1. Learn the | aws

2. Learn to think |ike a Lawer

3. Learn to speak and wite with precision - choose words carefully
Lawyer Jobs

1. Private practice/law firns

2. Cor por ati ons/i n-house counsel

3. Gover nnment (see above)

4. Legal teaching

5. Many ot her positions for which having a | egal background/training

i s useful
a. Maj or | eague basebal | nanager (Tony La Russa)
b. Sportscaster (Howard Cosel l)

C. Politics: President, Mayor, Senator

Areas of Law

1

Litigation - People suing and bei ng sued
a. What | do: Products liability defense (role play later)

1) Ever hear of a case where sonmeone sued a conpany
because they clainmed they were injured by a product?

b. VWhat | do: Media | aw def ense



8.

1) Li bel
2) Privacy
C. Parts of a case

1) Conpl ai nt

2) Answer

3) D scovery
A) I nterrogatories
B) Docunment Requests
O Deposi tions

4) Mot i ons

5) Trial

6) Appeal

Corporate - Conpani es buying or selling other conpanies of parts
of them and naki ng ot her kinds of deals

a. Exanpl e: Devel opnment of energy projects in devel oping
countries

Trusts and Estates - Hel pi ng people provide for how their |oved
ones are to be cared for and how their property is to be
distributed later in life and after their death

Tax - M nimzing how nuch the governnment takes from what you earn
or give to another

Real Estate

Bankr upt cy

Crim nal | aw defense

a. Search and sei zure

Landl or d/ t enant

Is Law for You?

1

2.

Don't think it's like it's portrayed on TV shows
Posi tives
a. You can nake a | ot of noney

3



J.

b. Has a certain anobunt of prestige

C. Al'l ows you to have an inpact in sonme areas

d. Work can be very interesting

e. Al'l ows you to wear vests and say words |ike "whereas" and
"her et of ore”

3. Negat i ves

a. Requi res many years of expensive schooling and study

b. Very conpetitive at all stages

C. Can be boring, tedious, repetitive at tines, particularly
early in your career

d. May often require sacrifices in terns of having to work | ong
hours and weekends, and travel frequently to not the nost
exciting pl aces

e. May pronpt you to wear vests and say words |ike "whereas"

and "heretof ore"

Rol e Pl ay Exercise: Defense Lawer for Yumny Chocolate MK

1. Questions

a.

Causati on: How do you know A (drinking chocolate m | k)
causes B (poor softball hitting)?

1) What do scientists/doctors say?
2) Has anyone el se experienced this probl enf?

3) How cone it didn't happen in past when he was dri nking
Yumry Chocol ate M| k?

Product identification: How know it's Yumy's m | k?
1) Did Buddy drink that brand at relevant timnme?
2) D d Buddy drink other brands at relevant timnme?
Al ternative causation: Wat el se could cause it?

1) Need gl asses?

2) CGetting fat and runs to first slower? (Due to drinking
chocol ate m | k?)

3) New pi tcher noved into town?



