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Books

First Amendment Does Not Protect
Publisher From Product Liability Suit

he First Amendment does not bar a suit alleging a
Tpublisher marketed two unreasonably dangerous

manuals intended to attract and assist criminals
seeking information on how to commit murder, a fed-
eral appeals court ruled Nov, 10 (Rice v. Paladin Enter-
prises Inc., CA 4, No. 96-2412, 11/10/97).

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit re-
jected the publisher’s contention that the First Amend-
ment’s guarantees of free speech and free press con-
ferred blanket immunity from suit. Reversing dismissal,
it said those constitutional guarantees would not bar a
federal jury in Maryland from finding Paladin Enter-
prises Inc. strictly liable in a suit by the survivors of
three people assassinated by contract killer James
Perry after Perry studied Paladin’s books.

The court stressed that extensive case law suggests
the First Amendment imposes a “heightened intent re-
quirement” in civil cases so that the “preeminent values
underlying that provision not be imperiled.” That re-
quirement was met here, the court said, by Paladin’s
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